This scholarly work has been produced by four Japanese neuroscientists, two neurosurgeons and two neuropathologists. It is a very detailed study of the laboratory and clinical aspects of metastatic tumours in the central nervous system, based mainly on large personal series. The authors carefully analyse the massive amount of data involved, as well as review thoroughly the world literature of this relatively neglected field.
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The first third of the book is based on the neuropathology of nearly 4000 necropsies in cases of primary extracranial malignancies performed at the Montefiore Hospital This is a bold and imaginative attempt to bring anxiety down from its epiphenomenal pedestal to the scrutiny of the laboratory. The book deserves every success and even if in some respects Gray's theory turns out to be wrong, it has the essential ingredient of all good hypotheses, it will encourage the others. The interpretation of pathology is as a rule fraught with pitfalls none more so than that of perinatal brain damage. Its role in neurological handicap has often been overestimated and perhaps more rarely underestimated. Difficulties of interpretation are partly due to the different reaction to insult of the foetal and neonatal brain from that of the adult. Indeed the changes may appear insignificant to the pathologist who is not experienced in the neonatal field. 
